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Volunteers from the Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County gather in the parking lot of St. Lucy Catholic Parish Friday to organize boxes of food for the community.

Relief program helps nonprofits
By Stephanie Lam
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Bay Area nonprofit members
said the Silicon Valley Strong
program has been instrumental
in supporting communities
negatively affected by the
coronavirus pandemic.
Silicon Valley Strong is an
emergency relief program
developed by Santa Clara
County leaders in March to help
provide food, housing and other
essential resources to community
members,
according
to
the program’s FAQ webpage.
The relief program offers
financial
assistance
to
small businesses that have
struggled to receive customers
because of social distancing
regulations
along
with
non-profit
organizations
that have to move their
operations online.
B ecka
Ross,
the
director
of
development
and
communications
at
Teen Success, Inc., said
Silicon Valley Strong granted
the organization $14,000 in
spring 2020 to help move its
program services online.
Teen Success, Inc. is a
nonprofit
headquartered
in Milpitas that supports
the
education
and
well-being of teen mothers and
their children.
“[Because of the grant]
our staff had the laptops,
headphones . . . and all the
supplies they needed to create a
workspace in their homes and
support our clients,” Ross said
over the phone.
Silicon
Valley
Strong
partners with the Silicon Valley
Community
Foundation
Regional Nonprofit Emergency
Fund to provide and distribute
grant
money
for
local
nonprofits, according to the

emergency fund’s webpage.
Teen Success, Inc. also
received funding from the
Silicon Valley Strong Fund
and was able to provide
$1,000
gift
cards
to
19 clients, helping them pay
rent
and
buy
basic
necessities such as food
and toiletries.
According
to
its
webpage, the fund also has a
partnership with Destination:
Home,
Sacred
Heart
Community Services and the
Homelessness
Prevention
System (HPS).

provides financial support for
nonprofits, it also gives county
residents the opportunity to
volunteer in their communities.
Monica Markart is a volunteer
at No Time To Waste, a
San Jose nonprofit that
partners with restaurants and
markets to deliver food to
Martha’s Kitchen, a soup
kitchen
operated
by
local volunteers.
Markart, who is applying
as a transfer student to
San Jose State’s nursing program
in Fall 2021, signed up to
volunteer at No Time To

Silicon Valley Strong fund has truly been a
lifeline for nonprofits. It’s been great to have
essential resources we can provide and connect
the young families we work with too.
Becka Ross
director of development and
communications at Teen Success, Inc.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MONICA MARKART

Destination: Home is a
San Jose nonprofit that works
to end homelessness in
Santa Clara County. Sacred
Heart Community Services is a
San
Jose
charity
that
coordinates with HPS, a
program
that
provides
financial
assistance
to
low-income families dealing
with housing insecurity.
Ross said the funds and grants
from Silicon Valley Strong
provide life-changing resources
for people in need.
“Silicon
Valley
Strong
Fund has truly been a lifeline
for nonprofits,” she said. “It’s
been great to have essential
resources we can provide and
connect the young families we
work with too.”
While
the
program

Waste through Silicon Valley
Strong’s website.
“[It’s amazing] to be able to
have one spot when you can
just put your name in the hat
[to volunteer] and find all kinds
of ways you can help people out,”
Markart said over the phone.
According to Silicon Valley
Strong’s volunteering webpage,
anyone can apply to volunteer
at a nonprofit by submitting
an online application form
with their availability and
area of interest.
Markart said she picks up
meals from Kaiser Permanente,
Pizza Hut and McDonald’s
in San Jose and drops them
off at Martha’s Kitchen three
times a week.
She said she enjoys delivering
meals because it helps people in

Monica Markart drops oﬀ meals at Martha’s Kitchen in San Jose.

her community.
“We’re so isolated right now
[because of the pandemic], so
it’s kind of nice to have human
interaction,” Markart said.
“It also feels good to do
something that you know will
help other people.”
Trevor
Tanquary,
who
also plans on applying to
SJSU’s nursing program for
Fall 2021, is a volunteer at
Second Harvest of Silicon Valley,
a San Jose food bank working to
end local hunger.
Second Harvest of Silicon
Valley and Catholic Charities of
Santa
Clara
County,
a
social service and ministry
organization, operate free
food
distributions
weekly
in San Jose and Campbell.
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The distribution dates and
times are advertised on the
Silicon Valley Strong website.
Tanquary said he did not
sign up to volunteer through
the program’s website and
enjoys
packaging
food
boxes into recipient’s cars
during the distribution at
St. Lucy Catholic Parish
in Campbell.
“I like helping the community,”
Tanquary said. “I’m glad to have
the extra time and good health to
give to those in need.”

Follow Stephanie on
Twitter @StephCLam
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Album brings nostalgic grooves
By Madilynne Medina
STAFF WRITER

Grammy-nominated
musician Eric Alexandrakis
released his fifth album “Love’s
a Bitch” on Monday, creating a
unique and nostalgic project
that appeals to a young and
lovesick generation.
Although
Alexandrakis
has maintained a low profile
throughout the years, his
newest release attracts music
lovers who appreciate fresh,
alternative grooves and an
80’s-inspired sound.
Like any good artist,
Alexandrakis’ creative aura
and inspiration stem from his
distinctive experiences.
The artist’s past is anything
but uneventful, with heavy
roadblocks that shaped his
resilience, according to his
official website. On top of
being a cancer survivor, he has
also dealt with familial and
generational trauma.
The combination of losing
his father to a Nazi attack and
having to endure medical
difficulties have given him an
outlet to express his emotions
through music. Alexandrakis
is the only individual in
his family to become a
musical artist.
His well-rounded and
intelligent mind is evident

in the different styles and
interpretations of music
he released prior to his
fifth album.
Past projects include various
Christmas renditions such as,
“Here Comes the Snow!” and
“Stealing Christmas,” which
reached U.S. radio charts.
“Love’s a Bitch” and his
previous projects are heavily
influenced by the rhythms
and
grooves
of
European disco.
Alexandrakis’ earlier
albums, including “Terra
Nova” and “Tra -> Tra” mixed
upbeat harmonic patterns
with a hint of alternative edge.
His newest album repeats
this theme but adds a more
vibrant and light touch. “Love’s
a Bitch,” brings a small ray of
sunshine into the darkness
that hides behind his words
and experiences.
Track no. 1, which also
serves as the title track,
illustrates an intense and
obscure introduction.
Listeners might be initially
deceived, as it starkly stands
out from the other tracks.
The introductory song is
mysterious, dark and heavy.
Alexandrakis whispers in a
raspy voice accompanied by a
contrast of falsetto singing in
the background.
Alexandrakis sings, “There

album review
“Love’s a Bitch”
Rating:



Artist:
Eric Alexandrakis
Release Date:
Feb. 1
Genre:
Alternative

ALBUM ART BY SHELBY POGUE

once was a guy named Mitch,
who one day had said love’s
a bitch.” The opening line of
the track sets a mystifying
tone as it follows the feelings
of someone discontented
with love.
This sinister theme fades
gracefully as the album
moves into a more upbeat
feeling with the next song,
“I Love Me.”
The song exudes a carefree
attitude
reminiscent
of
The Beatles.
The anger and intensity
from
the
introduction
diminishes as feelings of
resolution come to the
forefront.
Alexandrakis faintly touches
on heartbreak and personal
dilemmas but consistently
repeats a memorable and
hopeful line, “It’s okay because

I love me.”
“She Sparkles,” is another
notable track on the album.
The sentiment of longing for
love and life becomes evident
within the playful pulses and
flow featured on the song.
The chorus repeats, “She
sparkles in the sky / And
blinds my earthly eyes / And
rides a comet through my eyes
/ And asked me to stay.”
Alexandrakis paints an
earthly description of his
vision regarding a lover.
Listeners can experience
a desire to seek pleasure and
adventure while enjoying the
song. The track feels nostalgic,
as if it should be blasted in
the car on a road trip with the
windows down.
One of the last stand-out
songs is “Mediterranean Sun.”
Track no. 4 presents

electrifying beach vibes as
Alexandrakis highlights a
craving for romance.
Alexandrakis
depicts
arguing, confrontation and
romantic struggles that are
juxtaposed by an upbeat pitch
and tempo. The repetitive
lyric, “I’m in love with the
summertime” demonstrates
a strong craving for new love
after experiencing heartbreak.
His newest album displays
his ability to express different
sentiments including love
and frustration.
Although Alexandrakis has
been presented with countless
life challenges, his dynamic
songs show a passion for
life, creativity and human
relationships despite any cost.
Follow Madi on Twitter
@madilynneee

Museum hosts music livestream
By Ruth Noemi Aguilar
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

While the coronavirus
might make someone lose
their ability to taste and
smell, the San Jose Museum
of Art partnered up with The
Come Up and SJ Made, to
preserve the pleasures of sight
and sound.
On Thursday, the San Jose
Museum of Art hosted The
Come Up and SJMade, two
organizations that focus on
highlighting local creatives,
remotely hosted their sixth
annual event “Soundscaping”
through
the
streaming
platform Twitch.
Guests who attended
Soundscaping in previous
years were able to hear live
musicians while exploring
the museum’s captivating
art exhibits.
This event came to San Jose
in 2016 and was originally
intended to be a museum
pop-up under the guidance
of Paulina Vu, manager of
museum experience for the
San Jose Museum of Art.
“We wanted to enhance
the exhibitions,” Vu said.
“A good way that we could

PHOTO BY LEOPOLDO MACAYA

Musician Joy Hackett plays the keyboard at Soundscaping on Jan. 28.

do this would be to bring
music into the galleries,
to accompany the art.”
Coronavirus restrictions did
not allow for the event to be
held in person this year, so
organizers adapted by hosting
the event online.
The livestreamed event was
previously recorded to ensure
the quality of the videos played
for the event was acceptable
for guests who wanted to show

their support and promote
COVID-19 safety.
“For us, it made way more
sense to have the stream be
pre-recorded for that main
reason [of safety]” said
The Come Up co-founder
Isaiah Wilson.
Everyone working on
the project was required to
submit negative test results for
COVID-19 before coming to
the museum. Social distancing

was enforced and performers
were only permitted to remove
their masks while recording.
Performers were also
brought in at different time
slots and were unable to roam
the museum outside of their
designated areas.
“I was kind of sad I couldn’t
see the rest of the displays,” Joy
Hackett, a performer for the
event, said.
The musicians featured
in this year’s event were
Hackett, Julia Bozzo, also
known as Planttvibes, and
William Corduroy.
This was The Come Up’s
first event since March 2020
when Gov. Gavin Newsom
introduced
stay-at-home
orders to help slow the spread
of COVID-19.
The artists were placed
in front of two major
art exhibitions: “Barring
Freedom,” which showcased
art from 20 different creators
regarding their perception of
the nation’s prison industrial
complex;
and
“South
East North West,” which
presented new artworks
added to the museum’s
permanent collection.
Choosing a space for the

performers to occupy was a
detailed effort when aspects
like lighting and power had to
be considered.
“We had to think about
practical things, like, can we
actually film in this space?”
Vu said. “The other thing too
is visually, the works that were
selected to compliment the
musicians, how that would be
as the backdrop?”
According to Wilson,
the event reached up to 70
viewers and had some guests
stay after the event ended to
listen to music played on the
Twitch channel.
“I’m really happy about the
numbers,” Wilson said. “If we
were to do this continuously
the numbers go up, but I do
kind of dig the fact that we
put this out and people still
decided to stick around and
watch it.”
The Come Up is planning
to release a video series
showcasing
performer
interviews
accompanied
by the recorded version
of the event for people to
continue enjoying.
Follow Ruth on Twitter
@RuthNAguilar
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Redditors beat Wall Street game
Chris Padilla
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The members of the Reddit
thread
r/WallStreetBets
may not be the heroes we
deserve, but are the heroes we
need, exposing our financial
system’s flaws implemented
and exploited by shady
hedge funds.
The
self-proclaimed
“apes” of the subreddit group
showed they’re stronger
together,
collectively
buying
and
holding
shares of the video game
retailer GameStop.
The
redditors
were
throwing hedge funds for
a loop and gaining the
attention of lawmakers and
U.S. regulatory agencies in the
process last week.
According to Investopedia,
an
online
financial
information index, a hedge
fund is a type of investment
that caters to high net-worth
individuals,
institutional
investors,
and
other
accredited investors.
r/WallStreetBets have laid
bare the predations of Wall
Street, drawing bipartisan ire
and prompting tweets across
the political spectrum.
The rapid rise of GameStop
stock or GME at the hands of
r/WallStreetBets has publicly
shown the loopholes and
blind spots in financial law
that hedge funds have been
taking advantage of secretly
for years.
Hedge funds are one of
the most active entities in the

short-selling game, according
to Investopedia. They bet
against companies and reap
the success when a company
fails. This is legal.
However,
collectively
influencing the market,
whether
by
rumor,
misdirection or deception
is known as market
manipulation and is illegal.
If Wall Street veteran and
CNBC’s “Mad Money” host
Jim Cramer is to be believed,
deception is the most
important tool for hedge
funds to make money buying
short stocks.
In a 2004 interview with
TheStreet.com, Cramer said
while creating an impression
that a stock is down to reap
the benefits is illegal market
manipulation, it should be
done anyway.
This is because it is
advantageous for hedge
funds and The United States
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) doesn’t
know how to deal with it,
Cramer said.
What started as a scheme
for short-sellers to make a
buck off GameStop’s dying
body backfired when savvy
members of r/WallStreetBets
like Keith Gill, known on
Reddit as DeepFuckingValue,
caught wind.
Gill noticed professional
investors
short
selling
options more than stock
actually
available,
then

ILLUSTRATION BY BLUE NGUYEN

r/WallStreetBets have laid
bare the predations of Wall
Street, drawing bipartisan
ire and prompting tweets
across the political
spectrum.
bought up plenty of GME
and encouraged others in
r/WallStreetBets to do the
same. This skyrocketed
GameStop’s value.
The reasons for this
upsurge of GME buys are
varied. Some members of the
subreddit posted they’re in it
for the money, for the love of
the retailer, or a sheer dislike
of Wall Street and the desire to

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

topple the system.
r/WallStreetBets has 7.5
million members and is as
chaotic as the internet itself
except for buying short sold
stocks, holding onto them
and riding a proverbial rocket
straight to the moon.
Lawmakers now want to
take a hard, bipartisan look at
Wall Street and the bad actors
within it.

When brokerage app
Robinhood
stopped
GameStop stock trading on
Wednesday and Thursday,
only allowing users of the app
to sell shares, it caused a price
drop of GME.
Hedge funds had time to
recoup their losses and had
individual traders artificially
lower the value of GME.
Novice individual traders
like the ones in the subreddit
called foul against Robinhood
after they were unable to buy
GME stock.
This caught the attention of
politicians on both sides of the
aisle, bringing rare bipartisan
agreement on the issue.
Democratic
Rep.
Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez
tweeted that as a member
of the Financial Services
Committee
she
would
support a hearing on the

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

matter, a sentiment echoed by
Republican Sen. Ted Cruz.
The SEC also released
a statement about its
involvement on Saturday
and though it didn’t name
Robinhood specifically, the
SEC will “...closely review
actions taken by regulated
entities that may disadvantage
investors or otherwise unduly
inhibit their ability to trade
certain securities.”
No one knows how this
situation will conclude,
but here’s hoping that
r/WallStreetBets makes good
on their promise to ride the
Wall Street middle finger
rocket to the moon and
beyond.
Follow Spartan Daily on
Twitter
@spartandaily

JOKIN’
AROUND
What kind
of music do
planets listen
to?

Nep-tunes.
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ACROSS
1. Long-tailed parrot
6. A certain trade agreement
10. “Oh my!”
14. Courtyards
15. Diva’s solo
16. Outlay
17. Feelings
18. Applications
19. Small salmon
20. Starters
22. End ___
23. Biblical garden
24. Ancient ascetic
26. Gloomy atmosphere
30. Former boxing champ
31. A parcel of land
32. Dwarf buffalo
33. Bumpkin
35. Typefaces
39. Record book
41. Porridge
43. Meddle
44. Anagram of “Dome”
46. Therefore
47. British rule in India
49. Barely manage
50. An amount of medicine

51. Acid neutralizer
54. Fluff
56. Kick
57. A flat circular stone
63. Chocolate cookie
64. Rescue
65. Pergola
66. Beloved
67. How old we are
68. Crucifixes
69. Countercurrent
70. Armed conflicts
71. Sugary
DOWN
1. Mother
2. At the peak of
3. Prune
4. Assistant
5. Garbage
6. Diaphanous
7. Insecticide
8. Layer
9. Anagram of “Steals”
10. Used
11. Not tight
12. Pale with fright

13. Shop
21. Potato state
25. Not hard
26. Friends
27. Nameless
28. Corporate image
29. Scientific workplace
34. Eccentricity
36. Roman emperor
37. Labels
38. Blackthorn
40. Iridescent gem
42. Modify
45. Bring to a destination
48. Scroll saw
51. Any animal with no feet
52. Enticed
53. Work dough
55. Russian emperors
58. Indian music
59. Anagram of “Wort”
60. Double-reed woodwind
61. Connecting point
62. At one time (archaic)
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San Jose State guard Trey Smith (44) dribbles the ball against Boise State in Phoenix on Jan. 2. Smith has been a force this season, scoring 21 against Air Force on Saturday.

Spartans sweep series vs. Air Force
By Madison Fagundes
STAFF WRITER

The San Jose State men’s
basketball team (5-11,
3-9 MWC) was able to clinch
its second game against
Air Force after winning
75-62 on Saturday in
Phoenix, Arizona.
This is the longest
conference winning-streak
since Jean Prioleau became
head basketball coach
in 2017.
“I’m so proud of our guys
for the effort they’re putting in
day in and day out,” Prioleau
said in a video posted to the
SJSU men’s basketball Twitter
account. “The strength of our
team is our team.”
This was SJSU’s third
consecutive
win
of
the season.
Scoring leader Richard
Washington was still unable to
play because of a head injury
he sustained while playing
against The University of
New Mexico. This is the third
game he has missed due to
the injury.
Only six SJSU players
played
throughout
the game.
Despite playing with a
significantly depleted team,
the Spartans prevailed. As
soon as the game began
they pulled ahead, sinking
one basket after another.
At the end of the first half,
the Spartans were leading
by 11 points with a score
of 39-28.
The largest lead of the
game occurred in the first
half, when the Spartans pulled
16 points ahead.
The Falcons tried to
take the lead throughout
the entire game, but were
met with an overwhelming
Spartan offense that couldn’t
be stopped.
A large factor in the
game to secure a win was
shooting consistency.
SJSU shot the ball well,
making 37.5% of 3-pointers
and 52% of field goals.
This is a significant
improvement from the first
game against Air Force on
Thursday and higher than

their season average, which is
32% of 3-pointers and 45% of
field goals.
“When we’re shooting
the ball, I think we’re a
really dangerous team,”
Prioleau said.
For forward Ralph Agee,
this game was a career high.
He finished the night with 22
points and 14 rebounds.
Trey
Smith
scored
right behind Agee with 21
points and 2 rebounds,
while 15 of those points
came from 3-point shots.
In the last minute, Smith
scored 6 points from free
throws alone.
Even though Sebastian
Mendoza only played 24
minutes, he finished the
game with 13 points and
5 rebounds.
Omari Moore finished
with 6 points, 8 rebounds
and 8 assists and Caleb
PHOTO COURTESY OF SJSU ATHLETICS
Simmons finished with
4 points, 6 rebounds and San Jose State men’s basketball forward Ralph Agee looks to pass the ball against Fresno State on Jan. 10.
4 assists.
SJSU had nearly twice Falcons on Thursday in basketball Twitter account. the last minute] Air Force 15 points each, while
Omari
Moore
as many turnovers as Phoenix, Arizona at the “And we’re doing it with a had three chances to score guard
Ability360 Sports & Fitness depleted team.”
the ball on one possession trailed close behind with
Air Force.
Guard
Richard and we were able to get the 12 points.
Air Force was able to make Center. SJSU narrowly
Washington, the team’s stop each time.”
Sebastian Mendoza and
6 points off of 11 turnovers, secured a 59-58 victory.
This was the first of scoring leader with an
The Falcons started Jalen Dalcourt put up 8 and
while SJSU made 11 points
two back-to-back games average of 20.7 points per the game out dominant, 7 points respectively to help
off of only 6 turnovers.
Spartans
played game, missed his second gaining a 10 point lead in bring the Spartans to victory.
“We know how hard it is the
Despite consistent scoring
to get a win and the work that against the Falcons to game of the season because the first quarter. However,
it takes,” Trey Smith said in a minimize travel amid the of a head injury he sustained the Spartans eventually from multiple players,
while playing The University caught up and pulled Prioleau said this was a
video posted to SJSU men’s coronavirus pandemic.
ahead to lead 36-30 at low-scoring game for
basketball Twitter account.
the half.
the team.
“So, when we get back to San
The second half of the
SJSU’s
shooting
Jose we’re just going to work
game was consistently performance was down
and hopefully get the results
neck-and-neck. There were compared to the team’s
we want from the work we
a total of 10 ties and nine averages. The Spartans made
put in.”
lead changes throughout 50% of their free throws,
The Spartans hope to
the game. Whenever one compared to the 64%
continue their winning
team slightly came ahead, season average.
streak as they go on to
the other immediately
Turnovers were another
play San Diego State on
caught up.
factor in Thursday’s win. The
Monday night.
Jean Prioleau
The final shot that Falcons were able to make
head coach determined the Spartan’s 9 points off of 14 turnovers,
victory was a team effort.
while the Spartans made
This triumph set the team of New Mexico.
Guard Trey Smith broke 17 points off of 12 turnovers.
on a two-game winning
The Spartans played through the Falcons’ defense
Thursday’s win against
streak, following the team’s a remarkable game with to shoot a layup with two Air Force was the first time
victory against The University strong defense that played a minutes left in the game. since 2017 SJSU has won
of New Mexico on Jan. 23.
large part in the team’s win. When the ball didn’t go in, back-to-back games over
“Now we’ve got two Prioleau said the game was forward Ralph Agee made an conference
opponents,
conference wins back- ultimately decided by solid assist and dunked it in.
according to SJSU Athletics.
to-back, which has never defense and turnovers.
The Falcons were unable
The San Jose State men’s happened in my tenure,”
“What I loved about to score again before the time
basketball team (5-11, 3-9 head basketball coach Jean tonight is that we were able to ran out on the clock.
MWC) played a nail-biting Prioleau said in a video get stops to win at the end of
Both Agee and Smith Follow Madison on Twitter
@maddxsonn
game against the Air Force posted to the SJSU men’s the game,” Prioleau said. “[In finished the game with

Now we’ve got two conference wins
back-to-back, which has never
happened in my tenure. And we’re doing
it with a depleted team.
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